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About Gunstock Carving 


Lora S. ristis strongest memory of her father's 
gun carvings and restorations is a smell-a strong, 
pungent smeli that permeated the house and made 
her wrinkle her nosewhen she want downstairs for 
breakfast in the morning. 

One cf his first restorations started while Loca 
was waiting for her mother to make her purchase 
atayarn store housed in an old bam. Her father 
Noticed an old rifle resting п tne raters. When. 
he questioned the shop owner, she told him that 
her grandfather had owned the gun but it had 
misfired, leaving a е bulletin the chamber. On 
her grandfather's death, her grandmother, afraid 
ofthe rifle, putitin therafters. Lora's father asked 
if he could have it sohe could restore the rifle to its 
original condition. 

“The restoration process took months. Her father 
had to disassemble the weapon (after unloading i), 
clean the dirty rusty pieces (hence the horrible smell 
fromthe steel pieces soaking in bung and browning 
solutions) and than search for replacements for any 
missing pieces. He then did acloseevaluation of 
the stock. Was itworth cleaning up? Or should it ba 
replaced completely? 


Lora S. bish 


From that first project, Lorawatched her father 
restore mary guns. Some were straightforward 
restoration projects that just imolved disassembling, 
cleaning, and reassembling the pieces; other 
projects required that he carve anew gunstock. 

“The designs he used basic checkering pattems 
and relief carved scenes based on hunting related 
themes, are the inspiration for his book. 
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PART 1 


Gunstock Carving Basics 


А hand-carved gunstock can add both 
beauty and value to afirearm—if done 
correctly. As you consider using the 
patterns n this book for your next 
project, Keep these two guidelines 


everything from choosing pattern to 
picking which wood to use to deciding 
whether to start from scratch orto use 
akit, 

Knowing the guns purpose з equally 


Inmind. 


1 Клон уси skil ievel 


2 Know ine gun's purpose 


Knowing your true skil evel—not 
the levelyou aspire to be—is a factor in 


important. Its а display-ony item? 
млин used in the field? Whattype 
cof hunting will be done with it? Your 
answers wil help you decide wrien 
pattern best fits the gun you are carving. 
Take the time to answer these 
questions зо you wil have a clear idea 


‘every step of gunstock carving.Areyou of your silleveland the виліз purpose 


a beginner intermediate, advanced, or 
expert caver? The honest answer to 


before you move forward with choosing 
pattem, wood, and a carving method. 


‘ha question isyour ley боса i 


Many рано patterns ind the ones în hir ook 
are meant to be far with hand ola Relief 
ving isthe nid piace a rounded dimensional 
аб bee the background of the carving i lowered 
‘allowing the central mag to stand out Relef carvings 
one in large thick poe of ood can have a peat deal 
ep ati een. ke male er dewa he 
Га бакі relief crvingecon be carved ва depth of 
dou (Se), wating shallow lief carving ike 
that sn in gtk па 


Working with Patterns 


With your skil level in mind, takea look through the 
patterns in this book Choose one that you know 
you can do well, not one that you might beable to do 
well Even simple, wel-executed pattern or moti 
М enhance the personal and monetary value of a 
gunwith a hand carved stock. When youre siting 
with oolsin hand and gunstock at the ready is 

not the time to see iîyoureup to a challenge. As 
your experience in gunstock carving grows, you 

wil soon be ready to tackle those harder or more 
Intricate designs. 

Of thepattems you choose, which fs the 
Purpose of the gun? Common sense dictates that 
you don'twant to cave awatar scenewith a duck 
on a rifle that willbe used for deer hunting. Butyour 
considerations should go much deeper than just 
matching whats portrayed inthe scene witn ле, 
‘ype of hunting that willbedone. Youll also need to 
consider if this rifle wil be used inthe field ar f tis 
for display only. f the gun is stil in use, pick a pattern 
that enhances the hunter's grip but doesn tinterfere 
with the check rest. 


Utilizing the Patterns 
The pata this beck are ва iid to 
Е de 
Erect tg kom len Sack cl 
та e ана 
ee 
та 


Altering a pattern 
‘Any of the patterns in this bookcan be altered to 
fityour skil vel Ifyou are a beginner, consider 
deleting elements or simplifying Ines to make 
{ne pattern fitycur confidence level. Experienced 
woodcarvers may want to enhance pattern by 
adding more elements or поизпе more detailing 
onthe figures. 

Mary options are available for altering a pattern. 
For those who like to work by hand, a common way 
is to place a ight table under the pattern and then 
combine or enhance elements by copying them to 
tracing paper By making printed copies of several 
different patterns you can cut out areas of each to 
create an entirely new design. For hose who Ike to 
work with computers, try usinga drawing program 
to ater scanned Images. 
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The patterns in this Book can be used for any hunting- 
read item These duck calls carved with dental power 
tools by Bi Janney are just one example. 


Sizing a pattern 
Any pattern you choose wil naed to be sized to 

fit not спу the length and width of your gunstock, 
but also the curve ofyour gunstock. Patterns in 

this book can be sized in two ways: distortion or 
reduction /enlargerent. 

Distortion, whichrefers to stretching an image by 
«іне length alone or width alone, can be used easily 
with patterns that feature borders. Simply cut the 
borders into pisces, ape the pieces to the gunstock, 
and then extend the ines to make the border fit 
theareayouwant tocarve. For example, to size а 
pattern that features a duck inside borders, cut out 
Theduck distort the borders as explained above, 
{hen tape the duck прасе inside the borders, 

Certain elements, including some animals and 
leaves, can be distorted and stit appear attract, 
The spread wings ofan eagle, for example, can Not every pattern must fll the fil pace available or be 
вазу be stretched outward to more evenly fillan surrounded by scrolls or checkering This small si 
arly specs. pattem would make an excellent tk deta 

Other animals and elements need to be reduced 
orenlarged as ампов by changing thewidth and 
the lengthto the same proportions. А photocopier or 
scanner can make ttis process easter. Carvers who 
prefer to draw by hand often use a grid system to 
ensure the correct proportions of an enlargement or 
reduction. 

CGunstocks curvein two directions--from the 
butt tothe grip and fom the top to the bottom 
зо patterns need to be clipped, or eased, t fitthe 
curve ofa gunstock. Tiny straight cuts or small 
V-shaped darts wil ар the pattern іе flat against 
the wood. You may need to in some areas with 
freehand drawing to keep the integrity of the pattern 

Transfer the pattem tothe stock by sipping a 
piece ofcarbon paper, face down, between the 
pattern and thewoesYoumightaso choose لوط‎ Ое dogs ie this fish al ater am eund 
‘closely trimmed patter directly to thewood. decorate areas ha might vot accommodate other patterns 


Restoration Guns 


Bestia tg gun bs mor ыа би just deciding рать 
ge Yul ned rue the gan hardware and einge 

do needs to match not only the guris use but also the era in which it was originally 
‘used, Do your research. 


Getting Started 


As interest ingunstosk carvinggrows, so do the 
options avaiable to carvers а hoy decdewherato 4 
Start the process. Today. caverscanchoosetostart جع‎ У 
{rom blanks, from precarved blanks, or from kits. As J 
Before knowingyour sil lrewil help you decid 

Banks are simpl peces st wood inat have 
been cut to the correct lengt and width and may 
or may not havea general cutine drawn on the 
surface Ifyou choos to start fom a blank you wit 
Pead access to a bard saw soyou can rough cut the 
shape ofthe вилно ard some general carving 
fools to remove the соса wood and andthe 
gunstcck smooth Blanks are ideal for advanced and 
Sport carvers whoareworkng wth high figured 
‘Wood because they can then determine which part 
ofthe wood wi bestshow off the grain 

Precarved, or reshaped, Darks navo been 
eut, carved to shape and sanded. When the arrive 
‘fom the vendor. precaved Barks wil пева some 
additonal ets made wth woodworking tools to'it 
tho barrel and other narciware of the рал and then 
Some ient sanding and a thorough wipe down win 
atack cioth This option is atime saver for a busy 
чобаты cf ary skil kvel Some suppliers may 
male the cuts for you for an additional fee. 
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Es] a 
Gunstocks carved by Cecil Fredi go through along procs from stump (top) 
to drying wood (middie to stock (tam) 


When you order stock blanks or preshaped 
blanks, be aware that they are sized for special rifle 
‘manufactures, types, and series; be sure to order a 
stock made for your specific rifle. 

] includea precerved blank and all the 
hardware to go with t plus the redriled holes 
and precut grooves. The barrel may or may not be 
included. Read the supplier's description careful 
Woodcarvers can focus almost entirely on the 
carving process withthis option. 

Whileyou may betemptedto save the cast of 
materials and pick up your grandfather's shotgun 
as one of your first carving projects, don't do it. ОМ 
guns may be considered antiques and are often, 
very valuable. 


A windowpane myrtle wood blankis ready to be marked up 
for band sawing. 


Build Track’s 


sami 1 
7 و‎ mm 


Сай Joseph Long, Snyder County, РА longrifle kit 
Gun і complete with the preshapat gunstock andi all the Ніна are available through specialy п 


with 1346 barrel in .40 ог 45 caliber 
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Wood Choices 


The ideal woods for gunstck carving are hardwoods 
{ha wil hold data well Мапа, cherry, maple, ard 
motio are ali good colas Ifyou are beginning 
Woodcarver youvilwant lo choose one of the 
Softer hardwoods, mapie for example to ensure o 
Süccasstuproict 

Walnut is perhaps the mostesteemed wood 
for gunstock carving and because fits dense 
¿as lso the hardestwood to carve. Mary 
Species are available including black walnut Engish 
walnut, Circassian walnut Turkish walnut and 
Bastogne walnut. 

Maple and chery hardwoods are readiy 
avaiable Марі species to consider, most light 
in color and some with hiehly figured variations, 
include Western broac-leat red, sugar, and cur 
Chery, especialy wia biac споту can prove 
a deep redi color. Otter species to бок for Include 
black cherry and western Pennsylvania cherry. 

‘White ash, strong and rslientwood another 
good choice for gunstock carving, ts ight color 
Can showcase the разли пага! color variations 
Inthewood ard save asa good backdrop for an 
intrkatecarvine. 

Myrtle is less popular for gunstock carving, but 
isa beautiful папок М has a ight background 
with blac, red. or brown variations. Tiger myrtle, 
ers Бану раене species ОН 

tere pb 
путі дай ml and mre (ren jected ya Holl 


Rare Woods 


Some species of wood are available in limited 
quantities dueto timbering restrictions and 
diseases that have decimated forests. The cutting 
of Hawaiian koa trees, which grow only on the 
Hawaiian lands, пон egal; only core deu 
trees can be harvested and very few trees reach the 
НА maturity necessary for larger рок This koa 
blank has been air drying since 1978, The wood is 
very dense and carves well, but tbe natural silica. 
embedded in the wood from the volcan soil in 
‘which the tree grows can dull tols сс 


| 


Figure and grading 
Natural color variations in wood are refered to 
аз "figure Woods with lots of variation are called 
"highly figured." While high figured wood is very 
attractive, it may notbe the best choice for highly 
detailed pattems because the elements of a design 
can become lostin thevariations of the wood. 
Choose highly figured wood for simpler patterns; 
less figured Wood is deal for intricate patterns with 
alt of detail 

Figure also determines the grade of the wood 
уси аге purchasing. Most grading systems follow 
‘numbered scale, wth being the fancies, 
or most highly figured, wood. Some grading 
systems и use letters, with AAA being the top, or 
Exhibitionist, grade. Read about thescaloon the 


Baisse 


How tre is cut plas big part in the appearance of stock 
eod This баулап shos ите diferent saw cuts through 
ар Because wood is a natural product predicting exactly 
hat a blank wil look es impossible Ва stockomakers 
Ea give you good ies ofhow nice a blank will beby 
looking atthe grains and the amount cf dark streaking. 


мало 


suppliers websites to determine how their wood is 
graded Generally speaking the more figured the 
‘wood is, the more expensive itwil be. 

‘Some vendors use separategrading systems for 
plain wood. Instead of letters or numbers, simple 
Identifying phrases describe the quality of the wood. 
The lowest grade of plainwood, sometimes referred 
to as "low utity grade" or "util grade," commonly 
reveals severe defects or serious blemishes. 

The blank may also have been gued together or 
otherwise repaired. These woods may not be ideal 
fer a finished project, but they make excellent 
practice pieces for beginning woodcarvers. The top 
two grades wil general be blemish tree, with the 
highest grade possibly having some light figuring 
or mineral streaking. 


Толман Though Cut 


Practice First 
Baus 
before puting tons to the wood of an actual 
мо Choose a low grado less expensive 
‘wood to work on the Ба areas of a pattern 
r io practice repetitive cus Consider a Pi of- 
Practice before jou begin as atime to warm up 
Jour carving ill and bud your confidence 


Tool Choices 


Thepatterns inthis book were specifically designed 
toberelif carved wih hand tools; however, they may 
ako be used with pover carving tools, woodburnes, 
laser engravers, andsand blasters. Your choice of 
tools shouid be based upon a combination of your 
familiarity and skil level with a certain method and on 
the placement of the pattem on the firearm. A deeply 
carved relief scene isnot ideal on the cheek rest of a 
gun, butitmay be suitable on the grip. Woodbumed 
Or laser engraved deals that are dose to the surface 
are better choices for some areas, depending onthe 
use of the gun. 


Mini hand push 
tools are ideal for 
smaller projects 


An ideal set oftools for lf carving includes a variety ofgouges Thie 
-piece set includes a cisel, a tool and a handia of U-shaped gouges 


Relief carving is done with knives and hand-held 
gouges tnat havea У... or flat shaped edge. The 
cuts allow the image to stand above the background 
ofthe wood. In gunstock carving, anarrow area 
around the image is generally removed to gie 

the effect of relief carving. Reli carvings can be 
carved quite deeply into the wood—as deep as 

W (05cm) on gunstocks—givng the finished scene 
more depth. Outine patterns are ideal for raliet 
carving. Beginners may wish to create a shaded 
drawing ofthe pattern asa gauge for depth. 


po 


Good qual knives with comfortable grips are 
рана Te 


Buy the best tols you can afford within your 
budget, even fit means buying only one or 
tno tools ata tine. 


| 
Fles are available in fine grit ike this 10 pice set, 


and coarse gritand are handy for removing wood in 
тай тах of lief carving 


Checlering is a saries of ines, ether parallel or 
worked na crossing diamond pattern, that create 
a texture for a stronger hand grip on ће rifle. Itis 
worked witha speci st of tools called checkering 
gouges. These gouges have an arm that drops 
into the last checkerng tine о ensure accurate 
placement of the nart line you cut. The checkering 
toolisa fine Vtool that leaves a clean V-shaped cut 
You can also add texture to the hand grip using 
a fish scale pattern, a small carving with a round 
gouge-cut background. or by creating a small 
pebble texture. 


ا 


Checkering tools can beused to crate a repeating grid 
pattern on a gunstack Some carvers рай that fle- tke 
‘heckering tools are an excellent choke for the fne detailed 
carving of fus hair and feathers. 


This ol detai set includes some of the most useful tools 
from fi to 34" (2 о nom) wide. 


Power carving can make fast work ofa pattern 
anagveyour ena producta smoother nish. Agan, 
your choice of tools should be tased сп theuse of 
thegunandtheetfectyou are tryingto create. Some 
paver carvers, ike Bill Janney гот Arizona, use 
‘dental power tools to remove wood. Не finds that 
{he speed and accuracy of the tools are essential in 
creating fina details. This method of carving can also 
provide the deep rele that canbe achieved with 
hand carving tools. 


91; 


Bovercarving tools have a number of bits that speed up the 
removal of wood and creation of fon textures, 


Rather than carving into the wood for a relief fect, asepi-toned 
shaded drawing com be created onthe surface of he wood using 


калині ts 


Woodburning dos not provide a deep relief 
effect. Instead it creates a sepiztoned shaded 
drawing on the surface of the wood, similar to 
anetching. Most of tre wood removal is done 

very close to the surface ofthe wood. Hotter tips 
and more pressure create а darker and slighty 
deeper cut. Carvers who would like to use these 
Patterns for woodburning may find it useful to 
shade the pattems as а guide for hotter and cooler 
bums. Woodburning can be done with aunit that 
provides power and a hand-held tool that makes the 
bums. Various tips in different widths and shapes 
areavalabla, 

Laser engraving 5 similar in principle to 
woodburning, but ізаррісабоп is very diferent. 
Laser engraving crestes an extremely shallow 
carved image. In fact, according to Garry 


Finishing 


“The best finishing method for gunstocks is a simple 
hand-rubbed wax огой finish that wil enhance the 
gain of thewood Test the finish of your choice on 
Scrap wood and conduct an Internet search or talk 
to the manufacturer about how a particular wax or 
oii holds up over time. Before you apply the finish 


Patterns con be taken o ser engraver 
dra dect Штам продано, 
ronald ie ce 
ra photograph и any shaded pair 
دا ا ا‎ 
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McKinney at West Virginia Wood Arts, most laser 
engraving is ies а? deep; a laser engraving 
with a depth of Ye is considered very deep. The 
cost ofa laser engraving machine--from $7000 
to $50,000--can be prohibitivefor individual 
woodcarvers; however, some companies that cater 
to artists wil make singe tems from a pattern upon 
request. Pattemsmust be comerted to vector art 
(shading; the darker Ines on a patter instruct the 
engraving machine to make deeper cuts. 
‘Sandblasting, where the design is masked 
отапа wood around itis removed with a sand 
blaster, is another way to use these patterns on 
gunstocks. Again, the cost of the machinery is out 
of reach for most carvers, but Ike laser engraving 
companies, some sandblasting outfits wil cater to 
indvkualartists. 


according to the manufacturer's directions, lightly 
sand the wood. and then remove ary wood dust 
with atack cioth. Do not alw excess wax or oll 

to collect in the low spots of your carved design. 
Colored finishes, high-gloss finishes, and paints are 
to beavoided. 


Gunstock Carving Patterns 


The patterns that follow feature Be sure to match thetypeci pattern 
traditional sportsman and hunting- tothe sportinwhich the frasrmwil be 
related themes and are drawn with used-hunting dogs on a rile used for 
rifle stocks andrei carvingin mind. deer hunting is not the best cheice—and 
However smal changes willmakethese пеп айг thepattem to fit thegunstock. 
patterns ust as applicable to knife Try adding oak leaves or checkering to 
handles, pistol grips, and duck calls patterns that needa few mere dements 


and equaly usable with various wood | to ft the space on the gunsteck Leaves 
carving methods including power carving, and checkering в also an attractive 
woodburning, and laser engraving. stand-alone design 

‘Aswitvany pattems, these patterns Most important be creativeand 
(can lso be alteredto fit your needs After take your time. You are creating one-of 
assessing your skil level you can simplify 2-kind, personalized artwork that will be 
the pattem of your choice by removing cherished for years tocome, 
dementscr make it more complex by 
refining ements. 


Animal Patterns 


Bird and Waterfowl Patterns 
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Eagle and Scroll Patterns 
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Panel Patterns 


за OS GUNSTOCKCARVING PATTERNS PARTZ GUNSTOCK CARVING PATTERNS 


PART2 GUNSTOCK CARVING PATTERNS ав GUNSTOCK CARVING PATTERNS 79. 


зав GUNSTOCK CARVING PATTERNS PART2 GUNSTOCK CARVING PATTERNS 


мата GUNSTOCK CARVING PATTERNS 196 GUNSTOCK CARVING PATTERNS 


мата GUNSTOCK CARVING PATTERNS 196 GUNSTOCK CARVING PATTERNS 


мата GUNSTOCK CARVING PATTERNS 196 GUNSTOCK CARVING PATTERNS, 


36 ISCUNSTOCK CARVING PATTERNS PART2 GUNSTOCK CARVING PATTERNS 


мата GUNSTOCK CARVING PATTERNS 196 GUNSTOCK CARVING PATTERNS 


зав GUNSTOCK CARVING PATTERNS PART2 GUNSTOCK CARVING PATTERNS 


мата GUNSTOCK CARVING PATTERNS 106 GUNSTOCK CARVING PATTERNS 
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Stock Templates 


> 


Index 


oe Page unbe in ls indicate pater, prints and templer. 


А 
hering paterne, 
niens er В. Se 
рт 


иН 
в 
ГЕ 


[o 

c 

Canada grote, 36 

por 

pe 
posee 
асанна 16 


chery wood 12 

Й 

дернини 5-24 
Ee 
‘de doe 1921 
pon 


onn 
L 

€: 

m 

ETT 
Er 
‘oun gaat and pu 28 
ан а 
poser 

г 

panel paterne, 54-75 
Fate. Sa bo animal 


sheng 
PRES 


нова 
p 

per 

per 


Каа 


Acknowledgements 
Лена alii nk de 
‘Slowing indie companies 
Бэла emat 
а 

ars лона sts 
porri 
[riserve 


oo 
3 


f Carving 
Кио? 


— RELIER 


већег Carving Workshop 
вить зекозтаво $1099 
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Rellef Carving Wood Spirits, Relief Carving 
Revised Edition. Projects В Techniques 
971555232022 $19.99 po 


The Art&CraftofPyrography Wildife Carving in Relief, Second 
pu Edition Revised and Expanded 
ISBN 9781-50523-4462 $24.95 


Jn addition to being a lading source afwoodworking bocks and 
Vs fex Chapel ab рамене Woods Ша Па 
апеў delivers premium projects espert ips and techniques 
fom todays fest avers and in-depth information about the 
"во equipment, and mater 


Subscribe Today! 
WoodearvngIustrated: 880-506-6630 
www FoxChapelPublishing com 


Look for These Books at Your Local Bookstore or Specialty Retaller or at www.ForChapelPublishing.com 


A HOBBIES, 69 US 


A Treasury of Classic Carving Patterns 


TO BEAUTIFY ANY GUN 


А hand-carved gunstock adds both beauty and value 
toa firearm. Create your own one-ofa-kind functional 
artwork that will ba cherished for years to come with 
this treasury of classic gunstock carving patterns. 

‘You're sure to find the bast carving pattern here for 
your next project. From basic checkering to dramatic 
relief carved scenes, nationally recognized carving 
artistLora S Irish presents 135 great gunstock 
patterns featuring traditional sportsman and hunting- 
relate themes. She offers an array of excelent 
choices for every skill level, from beginner to expert. 
Soyou can startwith a basic pattern and tackle more 
intricate designs es your experience in gunstock 
carving grows. 

The patterns inthis book are designed for rifle 
stocks, but small changes will make them just as 
applicable to knife handles, pistol grips, or duck calls. 
Andwhik these patterns are specifically designed 
to be relief carvedwith hand tools, they are equally 
Usable with power carving tools, woodbumers, laser 
engravers, and sand blasters. 


Inside 135 Gunstock Carving Patterns youl find: 


= Animal patterns including вес = Oak leaves, fishscale, basketweave, 
ак moose, bears, mountain andchectering 
ек oan emi = Advice for choosing your pattern, 
^ Bird andwaterfowlpatternsfrom ` wood. fools, and carving method 
ual and pheasant to ducks. вовсю, „Итера to start trom seratoh 
and cages NEE 
= Designs tor panels, omaments, 
banners, and scrolis تحص‎ 


LJ 


